"B"                                                  INDIAN
The English, home-grown equivalent of Mrs.
M------ enjoys none of these distinctions.   She is
only one of several thousand other women of just
the same social standing, she has in England prob-
ably rather less money and no opportunities of
appearing greater or grander than her neighbours.
Well, Mrs. M------has her India; and India has
her Mrs. M------s.
Then I suppose that the average English army
officers, especially the young ones, enjoy their time
in India more than any other period of their life.
Polo, pig-sticking, shooting, games and dancing;
how many times have I heard soldiers expatiating
on the glories of India!
And assistant collectors and young police super-
intendents, they too seem to find it all one long
round of enjoyment, varied, of course, by hours of
hard work, which are, after all, essential, particularly
for the rather thoughtless, in order that they may
appreciate their playtime the more; but far, far the
greater number of these young men do, in fact,
grow up very quickly to give their best to India
when they come to realise how sad a country India
teally is.
The K------s* drove round to see us for a short
*Mr. K-------was, to the best of my recollection, a forestry officer.
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